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Southeastern
Ohio broadband
project awarded
stimulus funds

HOCKING COUNTY —After
months of waiting, it was announced
Wednesday that the second phase of
the Connecting Appalachian Ohio
Broadband Plan was funded with a
$66 million federal stimulus grant.
The project will create 725 jobs dur-
ing its construction, in addition to the
economic opportunities created by
the broadband network in
Southeastern Ohio.

“Pure and simple, this is about
jobs,” Congressman Zack Space (D-
18) said. “The truth is that many
businesses today simply won’t go to a
place where they don’t have access to
both a good workforce and a broad-
band network. There’s no doubt that
we have the workforce, and this fund-
ing will provide the technology we
need to attract new industry to Ohio.”

Space developed the Connecting
Appalachia Broadband Plan in
response to the critical need for
expanded broadband access across
Southeastern and East Central Ohio,
an area which thus far has generally
lacked access to this critical technolo-
gy.

In August of 2009, the Southern
Ohio Health Care Network (SOHCN)
submitted a formal application to
begin work on the Connecting
Appalachian Ohio initiative. The
project will provide high-speed broad-
band Internet coverage to all of
Appalachian Ohio — encompassing a
34-county area centered in
Southeastern Ohio — focusing on
critical community areas such as
health care, education, public safety
and small business development. The
project did not receive first-round
stimulus funds, but applied for sec-
ond-round funds in March.

Phase 1 of the Connecting
Appalachia project — funded by the
FCC — will connect 36 health care
facilities in an initial 13 counties of
the 34-county area, including Adams,
Athens, Fayette, Gallia, Highland,
Jackson, Lawrence, Meigs, Pickaway,
Pike, Ross, Scioto and Vinton coun-
ties. The $18 million contract was
awarded to Horizon Telecom of
Chillicothe. Construction is expected
to be complete by the end of 2010.

Phase 2 of the project, also

Leslie Gray/The Logan Daily News

Smoke rises from the roof of a home at 699 Motherwell Avenue while a firefighter assesses damage caused from
a fire that started in the kitchen. One person was home at the time of the fire, but was not injured. The home
was heavily damaged. The Ohio State Fire Marshal's Office will conduct an investigation. The Logan Fire
Department, Hocking County EMS, Logan Police Department and American Electric Power responded to the
scene. Red Cross was notified disaster relief services would be needed.

Kitchen catches fire

Please see BROADBAND, page 3
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ROCKBRIDGE — Detectives
have arrested four individuals
believed responsible for the recent
mail thefts in the Rockbridge area.

In the early hours of Tuesday,
detectives from the Hocking County
Sheriff ’s Office and the Fairfield-
Hocking Major Crimes Unit arrested
three men and a Logan woman in
connection with mail thefts in both
western Hocking County and in east-
ern Fairfield County.

According to Hocking County
Sheriff Lanny North, the suspects
were apprehended in a vacant resi-
dence on state Route 374 near
Rockbridge. Jeffery Rollins, 40;

Joseph Romine, 28; and Shaun
Mowery, 29 — all of Lancaster —
each are charged with breaking and
entering, a fifth-degree felony.

Sheila Morrison, 23 of Logan, was
arrested on a warrant issued out of
Hocking County Municipal Court for
a probation violation.

A search warrant was obtained
for the vehicle used in the thefts and
several pieces of stolen mail were
recovered. The suspects were trans-
ported to the Southeastern Ohio
Regional Jail in Nelsonville. North
said, “Due to the large number of vic-
tims, we haven’t had the opportunity
to notify them all yet.”

Despite reports from other media
outlets in Columbus and Chillicothe
that the Rockbridge mail thefts are
connected to some in Ross County

and naming two other women as per-
sons of interest, none of that turned
out to be the case.

“The thefts don’t appear to be con-
nected to the ones in Ross County,”
said North.

The three men were arraigned in
Hocking County Municipal Court on
Wednesday, during which Judge
JohnWallace set bond for each at
$15,000 cash or surety. A prelimi-

nary hearing for each of the three is
set for 9:30 a.m. Monday, Aug. 23 in
municipal court.

An investigator from the U.S.
Postal Service is assisting with the
investigation along with a detective
from the Fairfield County Sheriff ’s
Office. The investigation continues
and additional charges are expected
to be filed at a later date against all
four suspects.

By TRISTAN NAVERA
For The Logan Daily News

HOCKING COUNTY —
Southeastern Ohio is getting mil-
lions to clean up centuries of coal
mining damage, and that includes a
project in Hocking County.

Ohio will receive $12.6 million in
federal money next year to clean up
damage from some of the thousands
of abandoned mines concentrated in
20 counties in Eastern and
Southeastern Ohio.

The money will be divided among
the most dangerous of mine prob-

lems, said Mitch Farley, manager of
the acid mine drainage program of
the Ohio Department of Natural
Resources.

“Right now, public health and
safety is the first priority,” he said,
adding dangerous mines are priori-
tized above those causing only envi-

ronmental or economic damage.
Problems arise from the state’s

coal-mining history. Coal has been
mined from the state since 1800,
with underground mines stretching
beneath the landscape. In the 1940s,

Funds OK’d to clean up abandoned Hocking mine

Please see MINE, page 3

By LESLIE GRAY
Logan Daily News Reporter
lgray@logandaily.com

LOGAN — The Blue Jean Band
takes the stage at 7 p.m. Friday in
Logan’s Worthington Park as the
summer Music in the Park concert
series winds down.

The seasoned group has been
together more than 30 years and
consists of members Tim Travis of
Logan, lead guitar and vocals; Ray
Frank of Meigs County, lead gui-
tar and vocals; Dwayne Young of
Pickerington, drummer and
vocals; Ervin Blackston of Logan,
bass guitar and vocals; and
Dennis Wolfe of Pomeroy, guitar,
keyboard and vocals.

Travis noted that some mem-
bers of the group grew up togeth-
er; he has known Ervin since he
was 15. Other members joined the

group through musical commonal-
ities.

“We play everything from Merle
Haggard to Lynyrd Skynyrd,”
Travis said.

During one performance, The
Blue Jean Band played a World
War II-era song followed by
“Smoke on the Water.”

Because everyone in the group
sings, together they can recollect
about 400 songs.

“We like playing old songs. We
tell people we played them when
they were a hit the first time,”
Travis said.

The Blue Jean Band performed
at Music in the Park for the first
time in 1996 and have played
there consistently since then.

“We like the live performance,”
Travis said. “It’s very enjoyable
because you can bring the grand-
kids and all the family. It’s one of

the highlights of downtown
Logan.”

The group has recorded more
than eight CDs together, and cur-
rently has four CDs for sale as
well as a video. In addition to local
clubs and bars, the band performs
at the Sternwheel Festival held
annually in Pomeroy and the
Hocking County Fair. At this
year’s fair, they will play at 8 p.m.
Tuesday, Sept. 14 in the gazebo.

“People clap and applaud and
it’s a lot of fun,” Travis said.

Next week’s final Music in the
Park act is Bobby Osborne & the
Rocky Top X-Press. The summer
concert series is in its 18th season
and features a different band
every Friday from June to August.
Concerts are free; donations are
appreciated. Guests should bring
lawn chairs. Local churches will
sell food and beverages.

Blue Jean Band plays Friday

Tonight’s Low 62
Tomorrow’s High 90
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Four arrested in mail thefts
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awarded to Horizon, will con-
nect health care facilities in
the remaining 21 counties,
including Hocking County, as
well as expand to industrial
parks and educational facili-
ties. Construction is expected
to begin in early 2011.

The remaining 21 counties
are: Belmont, Brown, Carroll,
Clermont, Columbiana,
Coshocton, Fairfield,
Guernsey, Harrison, Hocking,
Holmes, Jefferson, Knox,
Licking, Monroe, Morgan,
Muskingum, Noble, Perry,
Tuscarawas and Washington.

“I believe that improving
access to high-speed Internet
for Ohio’s Appalachian coun-
ties will better link our resi-
dents and businesses to the
global economy and, by doing
so, promote economic growth
right here at home,” Governor
Ted Strickland said. “This
award moves Ohio another
important step toward realiz-
ing our goal of ensuring every
region of the state has
Internet connectivity.”

In total, the project will
provide high-capacity broad-
band services with speeds of
up to 10 gigabits per second

over a 1,960-mile network to
approximately 600 regional
community anchor institu-
tions, including 212 health
care facilities, 25 community
colleges, 15 universities, 231
schools, 34 county public safe-
ty answering points, 32
MARCS towers and 34 indus-
trial parks. Currently, more
than 80 percent of those facil-
ities lack fiber-based broad-
band access and/or the neces-
sary minimum speeds to
match their Internet needs.

“For almost four years, I
have been fighting with every
fiber of my being to bring
broadband to our region.
Today, this vision which I’ve
worked tirelessly to develop
begins to become a reality,
and we can all proclaim that
a new day in rural Ohio has
come. This is about putting us
on an even playing field and
allowing us to fairly compete
with the rest of the world,”
Space said. “This announce-
ment is absolutely a major
victory for every resident of
Appalachian Ohio.”

Logan Daily News reporter
Leslie Gray contributed to
this report.

BROADBAND Continued from page 1

strip mining became more
common.

Poor regulation and doc-
umentation meant these
remediation projects
remained once miners
moved on, said Brad
Burwell, the abandoned
mine land manager for
ODNR’s Division of Mineral
Resources Management.

“We’re seeing more prob-
lems as more and more of
these mines are collapsing
with age,” Burwell said.

According to ODNR docu-
ments, Ohio has around
4,300 documented mines,
but officials estimate there
could be as many as 8,000.
Hundreds of thousands of
acres of land in the state
was strip mined before
1977, when federal laws
toughened requirements on
restoration of mined land.
The abandoned mines pose
numerous safety hazards,
from landslides to sinkholes
to buildup of combustible
gases underneath populated
areas.

In Hocking County, funds
are earmarked for the
Harble Griffith AMD
Project, an effort to drain
about 29 acres of acid mine
drainage from strip mining
in Washington Township.
The details of the history of
the mining aren’t docu-
mented, but the project

calls for $500,000 to drain
and fill three strip pits,
regrade the 29 acres and
build channels to move the
drainage off of the site. The
funds also will be used to
construct a small wetland/
sediment pond to move
water off of the site. The
drainage is very acidic with
a pH of 2-3, according to
ODNR Environmental
Specialist Kaabe Shaw.

The $12.6 million in
funding is an increase from
$11.5 million awarded this
year, Burwell said. However,
the funding is expected to
begin decreasing around
2016, as many of the most
dangerous mine shafts
around the state are expect-
ed to be closed off by then.

The projects suggested
will be reviewed by Office of
Surface Mining and
Reclamation in the U.S.
Department of the Interior.
That office will make deci-
sions on which projects to
go ahead on, and how much
money will be allotted to
them. Because of that, these
projects are only proposals
and a timetable hasn’t been
put together. State officials
expect the Department of
the Interior to give them its
decisions in January.

Editor’s Note: Tristan
Navera is an Athens
Messenger intern.

MINES Continued from page 1

LOGAN — Following the
recent announcement of
Logan in Bloom winners for
2010, the public is invited to
take a tour of those land-
scapes this weekend.

On Sunday, Aug. 22, from 1
to 4 p.m., those interested
may drive to the following
addresses and tour the out-
doors. Participating winners
are:

• Dan McCulloch, 33602
Moore Road

• JoAnn and Brian Arnold,
144 W. Hunter St.

• Scenic Hills Senior
Center, 187 S. Spring St.

• Chris and Kathy
Stiverson, 476 N. Spring St.

• Bev and Bob Riggs,
36895 Lime Bank Road.

• Tom and Jackie
Culbertson, 963 state Route
664 North

• The Inn & Spa at Cedar
Falls, 21190 state Route 374

• A.Wayne Peters, 1067
Church St.

• Steve and Susan Dietz,
203 Mae St.

• Donna Gordon, 14011
Nickel Plate Road

• Chris and Kim Lanning,
14909 Bradford Drive

The public also may visit
the Logan Community
Garden on Radio Lane behind
the city salt barn on the
right. Rick Webb of Logan in
Bloom notes that the commu-
nity garden no longer appears
as it did when it won, as
many of the crops have been
harvested. Therefore,Webb
invites anyone interested to
view photos of the garden
online. Visit
www.Facebook.com and
search for Logan garden.

Tour winning Logan
in Bloom landscapes Athens wreck requires MedFlight

ATHENS — A single-vehicle accident in Athens County on
Tuesday sent a man to the hospital via MedFlight.

Joseph W. Krivesti Jr., 40, of Athens, was westbound on
County Road 33A when he drove off the right side of the road
shortly after 9 p.m. The Toyota Tacoma rolled over several
times and Krivesti was ejected from the vehicle.

Krivesti suffered incapacitating injuries. MedFlight trans-
ported him to Cabell-Huntington Hospital.

Charges are pending, according to the Athens Post of the
Ohio State Highway Patrol.

News in brief

ANDREW WELSH-HUGGINS
Associated Press Writer

COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) —
Attorneys for condemned
inmate Kevin Keith say the
evidence is overwhelming he
is innocent of killing three
people in a 1994 shooting that
wounded three others, includ-
ing two children. The state
says the evidence is just as
strong that Keith was the man
responsible. The Ohio Parole
Board planned to recommend
Thursday whether Gov. Ted
Strickland should show Keith
mercy. A look at the case:

The crime:
On the evening of Feb. 13,

1994, police say Keith entered
an apartment in Bucyrus
about 60 miles north of
Columbus and sprayed it with
gunfire, killing Marichell
Chatman, 24; her 4-year-old
daughter, Marchae; and the
child's aunt, Linda Chatman,
39. Three others were wound-
ed, including siblings Quanita
Reeves, 7, and Quentin
Reeves, 4. Marichell Chatman
was the sister of an undercov-
er police informant whose
efforts led to a drug raid
weeks earlier during which
Keith was arrested.

The alternate suspect:
In 2007, attorneys

researching Keith's case
uncovered documents in
which a man told an inform-
ant before the Feb. 13 slayings
occurred that he had been
paid $15,000 to cripple the
informant responsible for the
drug raids. The suspect's
accomplice in a pharmacy bur-
glary ring also told police that
the suspect had been paid to
kill the informant and threat-
ened to kill anyone else who
snitched against him.

In addition, family mem-
bers of the suspect told Keith's
attorney the suspect was
involved in the Bucyrus
killings, though they did not
offer concrete evidence. The
suspect also showed up at the
hospital after the shootings
and made sure police knew he
had an alibi. He also told
police he knew what kinds of
bullets were used in the shoot-
ing.

The state says the alter-
nate suspect was not implicat-
ed at the time by the inform-
ant and had no reason to seek
revenge. The state also says
the fact that members of the
informant's family were killed,
but not the informant, lessens
the significance of the alleged
comment about the $15,000
payment. In addition, jurors
heard testimony about this
alternate suspect at trial, but
it did not include the threats
unearthed later. The state
says the allegation is old and
shouldn't be allowed back into
court.

Witness identification:
Richard Warren, who sur-

vived the shooting, testified at
trial that Keith was the shoot-
er. However, immediately after
the shooting, he told four peo-
ple, including a police officer,
he did not know who shot him
and that the assailant was

wearing a mask.
Police also say Warren told

a nurse the name "Kevin"
after waking up from surgery.
The nurse, Amy Whisman,
never testified at trial, and
police only read a transcript of
a recorded call in which she
identifies herself as "Amy
Gimmets." No such person
exists, however, or ever
worked at the hospital.
Complicating this issue,
Whisman signed an affidavit
in 2007 saying she never told
police that Warren had identi-
fied Keith, then signed a new
affidavit in July saying she
did.Whisman, whose last
name is now Petryk, has never
explained why she used the
name "Gimmets" on the call
and did not return a call from
the AP.

Keith's attorneys also say
the photo lineup that police
showed Warren in the hospital
was flawed because Keith's
photo is bigger than those of
other men included in the
array.

After the shooting, Quanita
Reeves said the assailant was
a man named "Bruce" who
was wearing a mask, and she
excluded Keith's picture from
a photo display. Today, she
says the shooter was Keith
and he was not wearing a
mask. Her brother Quentin
also excluded Keith from a
photo display; today he also
says he remembers Keith as
the shooter.

The state says inconsisten-
cies with the initial identifica-
tion of Keith are outweighed
by the fact that Warren testi-
fied at trial that Keith was the
man who shot him.Warren
also testified that before
Marichell Chatman was shot,
she told Warren the man in
the apartment was named
"Kevin" and he had been
involved in a big drug bust.

The car:
The state says Keith drove

away from the scene in a mid-
sized light-colored car that fit
the description of a 1982
Oldsmobile Omega driven by
Keith's girlfriend.A witness
says the dome light did not
come on in the car and did not
have a working light on the
plate, consistent with the
Omega. But another of Keith's
girlfriends said he was driving
an entirely different car that
day, including when he picked
her up from work that night
after the shootings had hap-
pened.

The license plate:
The state says Keith hit a

snow bank with the car he
was driving after the shoot-
ings, leaving the imprint of
"043" from his license plate.
Police used that detail and tire
tracks to match the vehicle to
the Oldsmobile. Keith's attor-
neys say the suspect's car also
had 043 on the plate and a
forensics expert consulted by
the defense has excluded the
Oldsmobile saying the impres-
sion left by the plate is not
consistent with the bumper on
the car Keith was allegedly
driving.

Condemned Ohio inmate
denies role in slaying of 3

Municipal Court note: “Waived” means that defendant chose
not to contest the citation, admitted responsibility and paid the
ticket. “Dismissed” means that the charges are dropped, almost
always at the request of the prosecutor with good cause shown.
“Bound over” means that the court has found sufficient cause to
hold the defendant on bond or in jail until the case is presented
to the grand jury. “Diversion” means that prosecutor has chosen
to allow defendant to be under supervision of the probation
department without suffering a conviction. Defendant is also
ordered to pay a fee, do community service and meet other
goals. “Nolle prosequi” is a declaration made by a prosecutor
before or during trial, meaning the case is being dropped. The
declaration may be made because charges cannot be proved,
evidence has demonstrated either innocence or a fatal flaw in
the prosecution’s claim, or the prosecutor no longer thinks the
accused is guilty, and/or the accused has died. It is generally
made after indictment, but is not a guarantee the person will
not be re-indicted.

Monday, Aug. 2
• Ashley L. Leaders, speeding, waived, $44 fine.
• Elias R. Bersamina, disorderly conduct, waived, $30 fine.
• Ronda G. Hipps, driving under suspension, guilty, $1,000

fine, $900 suspended, three years non-reporting probation, six
months operator’s license suspension from 8/2/10 to 1/30/10,
500 hours community service, 412 hours suspended, 88 hours
credit, pay within two years, report to probation within 24
hours of release, attend review hearing, defendant is going to
prison.

• Eric W. Collinsowrth, disorderly conduct, waived, $34 fine.
• James S. Manning, drug abuse, dismissed, charging offi-

cer failed to appear.
• Nathan M. Klinebriel, possession of drugs of abuse, nolle

prosequi, plead to companion case in Hocking County Common
Pleas Court; possession of drugs of abuse, nolle prosequi.

• Hannah C. Cole, underage consumption, one year diver-
sion, pay $500 probation fee, court costs, eight-hour underage
drinking program, 10 days community service, remain law
abiding for one year, inform parents of charges, submit to drug
test, if positive, to counseling.

• Kyle L. Dewolf, trespassing, one year diversion, pay $100
restitution, three days community service, pay court costs, may
petition court when restitution is paid and community service
is done to be released from diversion.

• Lashawna J. Blake, trespassing, one year diversion, pay
$100 restitution, three days community service, pay court
costs.

• Terry W. Churchheus, trespassing, one year diversion, pay
$100 restitution, three days community service, court costs.

• Donald R. Anderson, drug paraphernalia, guilty, $250
fine, two years community corrections, no operation of motor
vehicle from 8/2/10 to 1/29/11 without privileges, six days com-
munity service, submit to drug/alcohol screens, no drugs/alco-
hol, assessment, pay fines and costs.

• Lorina M. Neal, passing a bad check, dismissed, restitu-
tion has been paid; passing a bad check, dismissed.

• Richard Sebuabey, equipment regulation, guilty, $34 fine.
• Michael J. Underhill, seat belt, waived, $43 fine.
• Arthur S. Newlon, driving in a marked lane, waived, $34

fine.
• John H. Green, failure to display, waived, $34 fine.
• Jessica L.Williamson, speeding, waived, $44 fine.
• Mara J. Loniewski, speeding, waived, $44 fine.
• Gregory N. Guess, speeding, waived, $44 fine.
• Thomas E. Hunter, driving under suspension, reduced to

no operator’s license, $34 fine; windshield, guilty, $30 fine; seat
belt, guilty, $30 fine.

• Peter W. Rhinebolt, intoxicated pedestrian, waived, $34
fine.

• Thomas A. Copeland, intoxicated pedestrian, waived, $34
fine.

• Christine K. Unklesbay, speeding, waived, $44 fine.
• William D. Fain, speeding, waived, $34 fine.
• Sharon M. Helber, speeding, waived, $44 fine.
• Ashley B. Clum, failure to control, waived, $34 fine.
• Sara L. Green, speeding, waived, $54 fine.
• Abigail L. Boals, speeding, waived, $34 fine.
Tuesday, Aug. 3
• Mary J. Robison, speeding, waived, $39.50 fine.
• Michael D. Sowers, driving under suspension, reduced,

$34 fine; front and rear plates, guilty, $30 fine.
• Ronald L. Cooper, seat belt, waived, $43 fine.
• Morgan R. York, compliance to theft, prosecutor’s diver-

sion, six days community service, one day per week, complete a
500-word essay of “What I Learned from this Experience,”
typed, due in 30 days, pay costs.

• Ian M. Gibson, disorderly conduct, guilty, $100 fine; men-
acing, guilty, $250 fine, $150 suspended, one year non-report-
ing probation, drug screens, no drugs, stay away from victims,
pay restitution of $50 to victim by 9/15/10.

• Amanda D. Decker, disorderly conduct, guilty, $34 fine.
• Roger Lewis, obstructing official business, dismissed, plea

to disorderly; disorderly conduct, guilty, $150 fine, $100 sus-
pended, six months non-reporting probation, stay away from
Logan-Hocking County District Library, defendant is given
permission to return to Mississippi, pay fines and costs.

• Richard A. Chandler, possession of drug paraphernalia,
dismissed upon further review of the evidence; drug abuse,
guilty, $104 fine.

• Jeffrey A. Riley, possession of drugs of abuse, guilty, $104
fine.

• Rex A. Davis, disorderly conduct, waived, $34 fine.
• Robin D. Kronmiller, guilty, $34 fine.
• James C. Harris, disorderly conduct, guilty, $34 fine, men-

acing reduced to disorderly conduct.
• Olawadamilare S. Adeyeri, disorderly conduct, waived,

$34 fine.
• Bethany S. Flory, driving under suspension, guilty, $500

fine, $400 suspended, one year non-reporting probation, four
days community service, no driving without privileges, get
valid by 4/11, drug test per probation, drug screen today, pay
fines and costs or attend review hearing, no operator’s license
from 8/3/10 to 8/3/11.

• Jennifer R. Blosser, following closely, waived, $34 fine.

Municipal disposition
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